December 6, 2005  10:00 AM

PADEP Stormwater Manual Oversight Committee

Rachel Carson Building First Floor Conference Room

DRAFT MINUTES  (Summary of Meeting)

I. 
PADEP Announcements/Status Report 

The Minutes were approved with several changes.  Ray Zomok attended the last meeting and was not listed.  Scott Brown recommended that the Minutes be noted as being a summary of the meeting and not traditional Minutes since all discussions during the meeting were not credited to the speaker responsible.

The Department discussed that revisions have been made to the Manual by most of the staff within the Waterways, Wetlands and Stormwater Section.  These revisions were in response to comments from the SMOC committee and the Regional Focus Groups.   

II.
Discussion of Proposed Revisions to Control Guidance 2

Ken Murin introduced the proposed revisions to Control Guidance 2.  The purpose of these revisions was to provide a closer relationship between the Manual and the draft model ordinance currently under revision.

Barry Newman presented a powerpoint presentation on the Control Guidance 2 changes, the Act 167 program and the draft model ordinance.  CG-2 was proposed to be changed to the removal of 1 inch of runoff from impervious surfaces (1/2 inch of that would be infiltrated) and the extended detention of the next inch of runoff from impervious surfaces with its release occurring between 24 and 72 hours.  Copies of the model ordinance were distributed to the committee and guests.  A recommendation was made to release the model ordinance at the same time as the draft manual (possibly as an appendix) to allow both of them to go through the public comment process.

Comments were then taken from the Committee.  These comments are listed below:

· The ordinance could be originated after the manual is finished and would be complementary.

· It would be better to separate the ordinance and the manual, since the ordinance was not presented earlier to the committee.

· The committee should be allowed time to review the model ordinance.

· The ordinance should be a separate item and not an appendix.

· The release of the manual should be delayed to incorporate inclusion of the model ordinance.

· There should be a 60 day comment period.

· Will the manual include the original CG-2 or the new CG-2.

· Comment response should be divided between the BMPs and Control Guidance concerns.

· The new CG-2 doesn’t pick up impacts to lands that have been altered but are not considered impervious.

· Should CG-2 always be an option or only used on special areas.

· If both CGs are allowed anywhere, engineers will calculate both and pick the most economical.

· Any exemptions to infiltration should be listed more fully.

· Table 3-3 and the accompanying language have been removed.

· Section 3-3 (bottom of page 4) needs looked at and examined.

The Department decided to keep the ordinance and the manual as separate documents during the comment period, with the possibility of merging them after the comment response period.  A SMOC meeting will be held to discuss the model ordinance.

III.
Presentation of Infiltration Guidance for Roads and Highways

Scott Christie and Brian Hare, PENNDOT and Scott Brown, PHRC gave a short presentation concerning a program to develop a PENNDOT Drainage Manual based on AASHTO.  The stormwater section of this PENNDOT manual  will complement the DEP Stormwater BMP Manual.

IV.
Presentation of Final Draft Manual

The Department handed out paper and electronic copies of the Draft Stormwater BMP Manual to committee members and guests.  The Department briefly discussed the major changes that have been made since the last version of the manual.  The committee was then given a chance to make comments.  Those comments are summarized below:

· Concerns with Chapter 8 (Calculations)

· Concerns with Karst subchapter, needs a more rigorous site analysis and more information on infiltration in Karst areas

· Need to expand section on Gravel Roads

· The tree credits need to be removed, pollutant removal efficiencies need to be evaluated

· Check validity of Table 3-2

· Remove the 6-inch depth limitation for bioinfiltration and bioretention BMPs

· Remove the excavated Rain Garden/Bioretention BMPs

· Concern about ease of permitting small sites and closure of permits

· Concern with the new CG-2 and missing disturbed but not impervious sites, concerns with the model ordinance

· Concerned with the lack of time to review changes toi CG-2 before the release of the manual

· We should have the VUSP or other group review the impact of the revised CG-2 before its release

· We should get the manual out for public comment and make changes, if required, as we move through the process

V. 
Public Q & A

The public attendees were given a chance to provide comments.  Those are summarized below:

· Numerous comments concerned with the new CG-2.  Consensus was that the Department needed time to review the consequences of the new values in CG-2 and evaluate how they compared with CG-1.

· Concern that CG-2 needed to evaluate and provide compensation for areas that were disturbed but not made impervious.

· Concern that revised CG-2 will not meet the Water Quality requirements.

· Concern with the problem of nutrient pollution.

VI. Meeting dates for 2006

Tuesday, February 14

Tuesday, April 25

Tuesday, May 23

Tuesday, June 27

Tuesday July 25

Tuesday August 29

Tuesday, September 26

Tuesday, October 31

Tuesday, November 28

Member Attendees


Kevin Abbey


Mark Bahnick


Terry Bentley


Scott Brown


Frank Browne
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Ken Murin
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Dennis Stum


Robert Traver


Maya VanRossum


Paul White


Kerry Wilson


Ray Zomok

